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Course Syllabus

Mr. Layman

Room B136

laymank@garnetvalleyschools.com
Course Overview

The purpose of this elective course is to familiarize students with the ways nations have related with each other in the past and how these relations have affected current interactions. The International Relations course focuses on the years after World War II and leads up to the present. 

The goals of this course include:

· To enable students to explain the basics of both international relations and foreign policy

· To enable students to identify the roles played by the United Nations and other international organizations.

· To enable students to better understand and explain world issues of the past, present, and future and suggest solutions to these problems

· To develop students’ interest in global current events and to analyze the short and long-term results of these events

· To develop students’ ability to communicate, solve problems, and to think critically 

· To provide active learners with cooperative work opportunities to enhance leadership potential, self-esteem, and respect for the opinions of others.
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Text

 International Relations: Understanding the Behavior of Nations (Close Up Foundation)

We will use various articles and handouts throughout the year as well

Grading

Grades will be calculated on a point system.  Students should keep track of their own point totals.  

Tests



100 points

Article Reviews

  10

Journal Entries

  10

Essays 


  20

Projects
    
      50-200

Class Participation

100

Course Outline (subject to change)

· Tools of International Relations and Foreign Policy 

· International Organizations

· American Foreign Policy

· World Issues of Today and Tomorrow

Student Responsibilities

Keep an orderly notebook

Plan long-term projects

Participate in class discussions on a daily basis

Ask questions for clarification

Come to class prepared 

Complete all reading assignments

