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Course Overview

World Cultures will introduce students to a wide variety of topics, themes, and issues concerning the global environment.  Special emphasis will focus on the culture, history, and present issues of regions in the eastern and southern hemisphere.  This course should prepare students with the ability to view  a variety of issues, conflicts, and events from a global perspective.  The course outline provided will serve as a guide for students, the course of study may change as global issues emerge and merit a change in focus. 

I. An introduction to culture

II. Africa

III. The Middle East

IV. South Asia 

V. East Asia

VI. Eastern Europe

Student Expectations

Students should be prepared to participate regularly in class discussions, complete reading assignments, work in groups, conduct individual research, and complete both objective and essay tests on course content.  

Essential Questions – There is no ONE answer to these questions, but they will be our guides as we learn about world culture:

What is culture?

How does culture make a person unique?

How do different surroundings change culture?

What causes conflict around the world?

How do religious beliefs, customs, and traditions impact everyday life?

How is government related to culture?

How can people shape the world they live in?

How does the past explain the present?

Why do some aspects of culture change, while other aspects stay the same?

How do cultural differences lead to problems and opportunities?

How do different cultures address basic human needs?

How have technology and the global economy forced cultures to change?

 Grading

Students’ grades will be calculated using a point system:

Tests 


100 points

Projects

100-150 points

Preparation

100 points

Quizzes 

10-25 points

Homework

5-20 points

Participation

10 points / week

Students should expect a major exam on each unit of study and regular quizzes on reading assignments. Students should keep track of their own grades using a grade log; any request for an individual grade from the teacher must be done during Enhancement or after class.  Students will receive at least five days’ notice for tests, however quizzes may be given unannounced.  

Homework

Homework will be given every night in this course. Students should expect to read for at least twenty minutes in preparation for the next day’s lesson.  In addition to nightly readings, students will be expected to complete regular assignments that will be collected for credit, including current events assignments.

Communication 

I welcome questions about the course, assignments, or grades. I am available in room B136 during Enhancement and after school.  If you have special needs that I need to be aware of, please meet with me as soon as possible.  Please take advantage of my e-mail as it is the best way to get in touch with me.  I usually check my e-mail every night to answer questions. Please refrain from e-mailing assignments to me.  If you have a problem with your printer, then save to a disk and print from the library or the technology lab; technology problems do not excuse late or incomplete work.

Make up work and late work

In accordance with school policy, students will get one day to make up work for each day of an excused absence. Upon return from an absence, the student must get an Enhancement pass to make up any tests or quizzes.  All tests and quizzes must be made up by the end of the next Enhancement cycle.  Late papers will be deducted on letter grade for each day late. Late homework assignments will not be accepted for any partial credit.

Preparation

Each day, you must come to class prepared with your World Cultures notebook, a pen or pencil, and your assignment book.  This will be a daily grade that will count as a test for each marking period. This can be both an easy way to improve or hurt your grade!

Current Events

Current events are an important part of this course.  The first quarter major project will be a current events portfolio on the Middle East.

Class Rules

I have 5 simple rules:

1. Be respectful of everyone in the classroom

(Please refrain from talking while someone else is talking)

2. Be on time

(3 Lates = Detention)

3. Be prepared

(Always have your notebook, text, and pen/pencil – 10 pts/Week)

4. Be a participant in the classroom

(Raise your hand, listen to others, and ask questions)

5. Be responsible for yourself

